Association study of the short tandem repeat in the 5' upstream region of the cholecystokinin gene with mood disorders in the Japanese population.
We have recently identified a novel polymorphic short tandem repeat (STR) in the 5' upstream region of the cholecystokinin (CCK) gene and reported its association with panic disorder. A linkage study of affective disorder showed a modest linkage signal on the short arm of chromosome 3, the location of the CCK gene. Furthermore, clinical comorbidity of depression and anxiety disorders have been documented. In the present study, we examined a possible association of the CCK STR with mood disorders. We genotyped 165 subjects with mood disorders consisting of unipolar and bipolar disorders and 253 control samples. However, no significant allelic associations were detected between the STR and either the combined mood disorders (P = 0.885), the unipolar group (P = 0.296), or the bipolar group (P = 0.605). These data suggest that the CCK promoter STR is unlikely to have a major genetic effect on the development of mood disorders in the Japanese population.